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J oe Fonte, 84 of Tampa passed away Monday night, May 21, 2007. Joe was a

longtime resident of Tampa. He attended Plant High School and the University
of Tampa. Joe was the oldest of 7 boys and 3 girls of Ignazio G. and Rosalie Fonte.

The Fonte family began Pioneer Cleaners, Tampa's first dry cleaning company in

1915. Joe served in the Navy as a radio operator on the USS Bennion during World
War II. During his life he enjoyed boating and horse back riding and good Italian

food.. He was a member of First United Methodist Church in downtown Tampa and
was a long time member of the Universal Lodge 178 in Tampa and the Ybor City

Rotary Club. He is survived by his loving wife of 63 years, Phala Rose Deal Fonte of

Chipley, Fl; daughter, Phala Rosalie Pesano and her husband Chuck, of Valrico; sons,
I.G. Fonte, of Arkansas, Nelson Fonte, of Tampa, and Frank Fonte, of Tampa;

grandaughters, Jessica L. Pesano, of Tampa, Elisa G. Mora and husband, Angus, Sasha
A. Williams and husband, Todd, and Erin L. Fonte, and two great-grandchildren Cole

and Skylar. He is also survived by his brothers, I. G. Fonte, Sam Fonte, Harry Fonte,

Angelo Fonte, and Frank Fonte all of Tampa, and his sisters, Angie Clemente and her
husband, Joe, of Brooksville, and Carmella Campo and her husband Dr Joseph

Campo, of Tampa and many nieces, nephews and dear friends. Brothers and sisters
previously passing include Morris Fonte and Louise Maggio. A special "thank you"

goes to caregivers, Hope Swaby and Shelly Duckett for their loving care during his
final year.
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SR Steve & Molly Ross posted:

TO THE FONTE FAMILY;WE ARE SORRY FOR THE LOSS OF JOE. I KNOW HE WILL BE DEAPLY

MISSED BY EVERYONE. YOU ARE ALL IN OUR PRAYERS.STEVE AND MOLLY ROSS

December 12 at 10:09 AM

WR William Reed posted:

The Funeral Director, William Reed and staff of Boza & Roel Funeral Home wish to express our

sincere condolences to the Fonte family.

December 12 at 10:09 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Joe by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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